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sage to Bengal with all the power at my command and say if you
want freedom for your country do anything else you like but at
least lay a firm and stable foundation on which you will be
able to erect a proper and firm structure, and remember the
words of this old man speaking to you again and again in
Calcutta and will speak again and again throughout his tour in
Bengal that, if you do not lay this sure and certain founda-
tion, remember that any reform that you get, any liberty or
freedom that you think you possess will be nothing but a house
built of cards which is going to topple down under the first gust
of wind. Therefore, I pray of you to work up this message, the
living message of khaddar and spinning-wheel. Hindus, remove
this curse of untouchability. Hindus and Mussalmans, if it is
at all possible for you without shedding a drop of blood, do come
together and embrace each other as brothers in arms.

I thank you for the patience with which you have listened
to me.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 2-5-1925
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In declaring the exhibition open Mr. Gandhi said, as a son of a cultivator,
he claimed to know something of agriculture. He had considerable experience
of the peasantry of India and of South Africa where he had spent more than
20 years of his life. He had seen working in Agricultural Departments in these
two countries and he could say that this department was anxious to help even
ordinary poor peasants. Unfortunately, nothing was practically done in this
direction. It had been said, though he did not agree, that peasantry of India
were lethargic. In fact he admitted they remained idle for about 6 months
in the year* This was not because they w;ere lethargic but because they had no
work to do. They could very well take to spinning during these months and
thus ameliorate their condition. He was prepared to proclaim with all emphasis
that he could command that the salvation of India lay in the spinning-wheel
There could be no difference of opinion about it,

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 3-5-1925